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Abstract

This research evaluates whether increased learning, local political participation, and more extensive social
networks are related to participation in a volunteer stream monitoring project in Wisconsin. We hypothesize that
participation in volunteer monitoring increases factual learning among experienced volunteers compared to
inexperienced volunteers, that participation also is associated with increased community political participation in
community natural resources management, and increased size of personal action networks. We find that
participation does not significantly increase factual learning; rather, new volunteers and experienced volunteers
were equally knowledgeable about stream-related topics. However, participation does significantly increase the
political participation, personal networks, and feelings of community connectedness among volunteers. We
consider our findings in light of the possibility for using volunteer monitoring to enhance local social capital and
contribute to the adaptive management of water resources.
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